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WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS
We are glad you are worshiping with us

today. There are Service Books in the pews.

Orthodox Christians must be prepared for
Holy Communion through Confession,
Fasting, Prayer and by being at peace with
others. Please seek and give forgiveness
before receiving Holy Communion. At the
conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, please join
us for coffee hour in the Parish Hall.

COFFEE.. .~

The mission of St. George
Antiochian Orthodox Church

Is to serve God and the community
by commitment to the Gospel's
command to grow in the knowledge
of Jesus Christ through faith,
hope, and love. Tt is a parish of the
Self -Ruled Antiochian Orthodox
Christian Archdiocese of North
America.

The Orthodox Church follows the
faith and practice of the apostles
and disciples of Christ handed
down by the ancient Christian
fathers and twenty centuries of
Church tradition. Genuine Christian
life nurtures and stimulates our
spiritual and moral development.
The liturgical life of the Orthodox
Church has been developing over
the last 2000 years. By taking part
in the mysteries of Christ's life,
death and resurrection at the
liturgical services, the community
members are drawn fo repentance
and the gradual change of their
inner selves.

To join the community of St.
George or to find out more
information, please fill out the
Guest Book in the Narthex. We
hope this day will be spiritually
rewarding for you. Fr John will be
happy to answer any questions.
Join us in the hall after Liturgy for
our Coffee Hour and Fellowship.




Bread of Oblation is offered in memory of Minerva, Haseeb, Zeini, Mary, Jamal, e
Emile, Kamil and Nabile By Karim Gantose H

Bread of Oblation is offered in memory of Raif, Bahij, Afif and Souraya Abdulkarim by
Bassam Abdulkarim and Family

Candles are offered for the Health, Safety & Spiritual Welfare of:
All of our parishioners, their family members and their friends.
The sick, shut-ins, homeless and needy

Family & Friends by George Haddad

Birthday Prayers for Karim Gantose

Krim Gantose and his family by Karim Gantose

St. George Parishioners by Barb Aboid

Candles are offered in Beloved Memory of:

All of your beloved ones falling asleep in the Lord.

All Clergy and servants of God.

All the Victims of war and violence and diseases in the whole universe.
Michel Hayek, Michael Simone & Bob Mourad by the Hayek family
Wadia and Mary Ameen by their Family

Edward & Evelyn Haddad by their & family

Edward & Rita Fadel by his family

Charles and Joan Haddad by their family

Joie Haddad by George Haddad and his Family

William Isaac by his Wife June Isaac

Ramona Darmour by her daughter Charmaine Darmour

Khalil Alinati and Florence Chbeir by Samir and Clara Nader
Lucy Aboid by Barb Aboid

PRAY ! for the sick, sufferings,
| égggthﬁr shut-ins , needy, homeless, victims of disasters, war

and violence in the whole universe.
JAMES 5:16

"Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying, How
can this man give us His flesh to eat? So Jesus said to them,
Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of
Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves. He who
. eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will
@}"- Up! raise him up on the last day”.
& John 6:52-54

&lpond] “With fear of God, faith And love draw near”.

Come to Church, Jesus loves you, we love you
we are waiting for you.

UPCOMING DIVINE SERVICES
Sunday January 14, 2024 Orthros Service @ 9:30am; Divine Liturgy @ 10:30 am




Divine Liturgy Variables on Sunday, January 07, 2024
Tone 06/Eothinon 09; Synaxis of the Holy Prophet, Forerunner & Baptist John
New-martyr Athanasios of Attalia; Venerable Brannock of Braunton

Today’s Liturgy Inserts

PRI I QEAJAL

First Antiphon
When Israel went forth from Egypt, the house of
Jacob from a strange people.
Through the intercessions...

The sea looked and fled. Jordan turned back.
Through the intercessions...

Glory to the Father... Now and ever...
Through the intercessions...
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Second Antiphon
I love the Lord because he has heard my voice
and my supplication.

Save us, O Son of God, who was baptized
in the river Jordan by John. Save us who sing
to you: Alleluia.

The pangs of death encompassed me: the perils
of Hades have found me.

Save us, O Son of God...

"Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; and our
God is Merciful"; and

"O Son of God, Baptized by John in the
Jordan..."

Glory to the Father...

Save us, O Son of God... Now and ever ...
The Only-begotten Son...
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Third Antiphon

"O give thanks to the Lord for He is good: let
the house of Israel now confess that he is Good:
Let the house of Aaron now confess that He is
Good: for his mercy endureth forever."

By thy Baptism, O Lord, in the Jordan, the
worship of the Trinity was made manifest. For
the voice of the Father bore witness to Thee
calling Thee His Beloved Son; and the Spirit in
the form of a dove, confirmed the truthfulness of
His Word. O Christ our God, thou has revealed
thyself and enlightened the world, Glory to
Thee.
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2 Entrance Hymn

r l O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of God, who
;;_ |

art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia.
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 6)
When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy sacred body, angelic powers shone above Thy
revered tomb; and the soldiers who were to keep guard became as dead men. Thou led Hades
captive and wast not tempted thereby. Thou didst meet the Virgin and didst give life to the world,
O Thou, Who art risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee.
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Troparion of Epiphany (Tone 1)
When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, worship of the Trinity wast made manifest; for
the voice of the Father bore witness to Thee, calling Thee His beloved Son. And the Spirit in the
form of a dove confirmed the truth of His word. O Christ our God, Who hath appeared and
enlightened the world, glory to Thee.

APOLYTIKION OF SYNAXIS OF JOHN THE BAPTIST IN TONE TWO
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Troparion for the Patron Saint of the Church
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Troparion of St. George the Great Martyr (Tone 4)
As deliverer of captives, and defender of the poor, healer of the infirm, champion of kings:
Victorious Great Martyr George, intercede with Christ our God for our souls’ salvation.
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Kontakion of The Feast of The Theophany (Tone 4)
On this day Thou hast appeared * unto the whole world. * and Thy light, O Sovereign Lord, * is
signed on us who sing Thy praise * and chant with knowledge: Thou hast now come, * Thou hast

appeared, O Thou Light unapproachable.
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Instead of the usual Trisagion Hymn: “Holy God”, the following is sung:

“As many as have been Baptized into Christ,
have put on Chlrist. Alleluia.”

THE EPISTLE
(For the Synaxis)

The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord.
O God, hear my prayer.
The Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. (19:1-8)

In those days, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul
passed through the upper country and came to Ephesus.
There he found some disciples. And he said to them, “Did
you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” And they
said, “No, we have never even heard that there is a Holy
Spirit.” And he said, “Into what then were you baptized?”
They said, “Into John's baptism.” And Paul said, “John
baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people
to believe in the One Who was to come after him, that is,
Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized in the Name of
the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid his hands upon
them, the Holy Spirit came on them; and they spoke with
tongues and prophesied. There were about twelve of them
in all. And he entered the synagogue and for three months
spoke boldly, arguing and pleading about the Kingdom of
God.
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THE GOSPEL
(For the Synaxis)

The reading from the Holy Gospel according to
St. John. (1:29-34)

At that time, John saw Jesus coming toward him,
and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, Who takes away the
sin of the world! This is He of Whom I said, “After me
comes a man Who ranks before me, for He was before
me.” | myself did not know Him: but for this I came
baptizing with water, that He might be revealed to Israel.”
And John bore witness, “l saw the Spirit descend as a
dove from heaven, and it remained on Him. | myself did
not know Him: but He Who sent me to baptize with water
said to me, ‘He on Whom you see the Spirit descend and
remain, this is He Who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” And
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MEGALYNARION OF THE SYNAXIS IN TONE TWO

Magnify, O my soul, the Maiden who delivered us from the
curse.

O the wonder of thy super-intelligent birth-giving, thou
all-pure bride, the blessed Mother through whom we have
received perfect salvation, we indite a fitting song,
offering as a gift the song of gratitude.
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KOINONIKON (COMMUNION HYMN) OF THE SYNAXIS IN TONE EIGHT

In everlasting remembrance shall the righteous be; he shall

not be afraid of evil tidings. Alleluia. Ligla Leg 20 SLAT 245 Yy I Y 850 4K Bl

o After Communion, instead of singing “We have seen the true light”, sing the Festal Apolytikion: *When Thou, O
Lord.”

THE DISMISSAL

Priest: May He Who deigned to be baptized by John in the Jordan for our salvation, and rose from the dead. Christ our
true God. through the intercessions of His all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother: by the might of the Precious
and Life-giving Cross: by the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven: at the supplication of the
honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John—whose Synaxis we now celebrate—of the holy, glorious
and all-laudable apostles; of our father among the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople, whose
Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the holy. glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-
bearing Fathers: of Saint N., the patron and protector of this holy community; of the holy and righteous ancestors of
God, Joachim and Anna; of the New-martyr Athanasios of Attalia; and Venerable Brannock of Braunton, whose
memory we celebrate today, and of all the saints: have mercy on us and save us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth
mankind.

Priest:
Choir:

Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us and save us.

Amen.




On Epiphany, Part One
By Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

Christmas remained connected to the feast of Epiphany, in the early Church, until
the fourth century. After Christianity became a recognized religion in the Roman
Empire, and then the state religion, the Church made the birth of the Lord in the
flesh an independent feast, separated it from Epiphany, and appointed the feast of
the sun as its date. The feast of the sun was a popular pagan feast, accompanied
by celebrations unworthy of Christians. The Church had baptized, or Christianized,
the pagan feast and shifted its center from the visible sun to Christ, the “sun of
justice,” as the Church chants in the apolytikion of Christmas. In the Orthodox
Churches, theologically, attention is focused more on the feast of the Epiphany
than on Christmas. The theological significance of the Feast of the Epiphany makes

it the third feast, after Easter and Pentecost.

The feast of Epiphany is popularly called the “diving” (in Arabic, ghattas). The verb
“diving” is parallel, in meaning, to the verb “baptized” in the Greek language.
Hence, the literal meaning of the word “baptism” in Greek is “immersion.”
Therefore, Orthodox people consider this holiday as a feast for everyone whose
name is “Ghattas,” like our metropolitan of Baghdad and Kuwait. In Orthodox
countries, it is customary for a priest to go out with the faithful people, after the
Holy Liturgy on the morning of the feast to a lake, seashore, or river, where he
throws a metal cross. Young people dive into the water to retrieve it. This tradition

is still alive today.

However, the ecclesiastical name is Epiphany, because the Hypostases (Persons) of
the Holy Trinity were clearly revealed to mankind, for the first time, during the
baptism of Christ. Mankind heard the voice of the Father, saying: “This is my
beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased” (Mt. 3:17), the Son was present and
baptized, and the Holy Spirit appeared in the form of a dove, which descended on
him. This revelation is obvious in the well-known apolytikion of the Feast: “By Your
baptism O Lord...” The hymn of preparation for the feast talks about the
appearance of Christ and its cause: “Christ appeared wanting to renew all

creation.”



Itis also called the Feast of Lights, in ancient Greek tradition, because, according to
the Christian faith, baptism is illumination by the light of God. Our liturgical
tradition calls those who are ready to receive baptism “those who are ready for
enlightenment.” We pray that “the Lord will enlighten them with the light of
knowledge and true worship.” While the kontakion of the feast brought the two
themes together: “Today you have appeared to the world, O Lord, and your light
has been shined upon us.”

St. John the Baptist prepared the way for Christian baptism. His call to repentance
was thus: “Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight’ (Mark 1:3). His
baptism was a declaration of repentance, and a call to abandon a life of sin, while
Christian baptism is for the forgiveness of sins and the acquisition of the grace of
divine sonship. The Master, who is innocent of sin, humbly accepted the fulfillment
of John's baptism, “for thus it becometh us to fulfill all righteousness” (Mt. 3:15),
presenting himself as a model to those for whose salvation he came.

The Gospel of St. Matthew says that “heavens were opened” (Mt. 3:16)
immediately after Jesus’ baptism. It’s the first time this expression had been used.
After Adam and Eve fell from Paradise, heaven was closed to man, and now it opens
again with the coming of the Messiah, who will restore the divine glory man had
lost when he refused to live in God’s bosom and care. Also, when heaven was
reopened, the voice of the Father was heard, and the Holy Spirit descended. God
clearly reveals his Trinitarian mystery to humankind. From that moment on, he no
longer only invites humanity to know him, but he will give it, through Christ, the
desired salvation and reopen the way for it. Heaven is no longer far away; God is
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Please join ZOE for Life! ©
and
St. Paul Greek Orthodox Church

for a Prayer Service as we
Pray for the Unborn
Children

Sunday, January 21, 2024
6:00 pm
4548 Wallings Road
North Royalton 44133

Prayer Service & Presentation will also be Live
Streamed

Guest Speaker Presentation Follows — 6:45 pm

Father Costas Keares
St. Paul Greek Orthodox Church

Registration is Free, but required in order to receive a
Zoom link. If attending via zoom, please register using
the link or QR code below before January 14

ZOE for Life!® 2024 Google Form




" Following the Feast of Theophany, the blessing given to Jordan River through Christ's !
' Baptismal water is carried by Fr. John to the homes of the Faithful. If you'd like to have 4
' your house blessed sooner then when father is planning, please call the office or >
! Fr. John's Cellular. sl

RESERVE THESE DATES ON YOUR CALENDER

General Assembly Sunday 01/14/2024 after Liturgy
Sunday School Valentine Party 02/10/2024 @ 5: pm
Young Adult Retreat February 23-25/ 2024
St George Feast Celebration 05/ 11/ 2024

Dear Saint George Family, Beloved in Christ

Our community is fortunate to have such compassionate and loving Parishioners. Because of
your pledge and support, our Church is able to continue to serve you and to support the needy
families. As we read in the 2 Corinthians 9:7 Each one must give as he has decided in his
heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver”.

What makes us Christians is our faith being reflected by our actions in a beautiful way that
manifests our identity through our work of love.

With The Parish Council we are making every effort to reduce our expenses, to ensure our
reserve fund can be maintained for its intended purpose and the future growth and support of
our Church. We are asking anyone who is financially able, to either mail a pledge donation
check to the Church’s Office or Donate via our website Donation button.

Also please let us know if you have any hardships that the Church can help with. We will try
to support you in any way possible.

In closing, we ask for the Lord’s Protection to keep all of us safe, and to guide all of us to
become His new disciples and to serve and love His people

In 1 Timothy 5, Paul describes the church not as a building but as people
dedicated to doing whatever it takes to reach out and help others. We have a
responsibility to serve and help others in need as the church. Caring for each
other as well as those outside of the church is the quickest way to see Jesus
change lives. Too often, we see a need and wait for the pastor or someone on
staff to take responsibility. But that’s not the way church works.
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God is the source of all our wealth. /t’s in the Bible, Deuteronomy 8: 18, NKJV. “And you shall
remember the LORD your God, for it is He who gives you power to get wealth, that He may
establish His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this day.

God says we rob Him if we don’t give tithe and offerings. /t’s in the Bible, Malachi 3:8, NKJV.
Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me! But you say, ¢ In what way have we robbed You?’
In tithes and offerings.

Do I tithe when in debt? We should pay what we owe to God first, and God will help us take care
of our debts./t’s in the Bible, Psalm 50:14-15, NKJV. “Offer to God thanksgiving, and pay your
vows to the Most High. Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify
Me.”

What if I can’t afford to pay tithe? God promises to richly bless us if we are faithful in tithes and
offerings. It’s in the Bible, Malachi 3:10, NKJV. Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there
may be food in My house, and try Me now in this,” says the LORD of hosts, “ If I will not open for
you the windows of heaven and pour out for you such blessing that there will not be room enough
to receive it.

God owns all the money in the world. /¢’s in the Bible, Haggai 2:8, NKJV. “‘The silver is Mine,
and the gold is Mine,’ says the LORD of hosts.”

God asks us to give voluntary offerings for His work—in addition to the tithe. /t’s in the Bible,
Psalm 96:8, NKJV. “Give to the LORD the glory due His name; bring an offering, and come into
His courts.

We should give to God’s work willingly. /¢’s in the Bible, 2 Corinthians 9:7, “So let each one
give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver..”

What if I think the church is corrupted, am I still required to tithe and give offerings?

The temple practices were corrupt in Christ’s day, but Jesus still recognized the offerings as for
God. It’s in the Bible, Luke 21:3-4, NKJV. “ So He said, “Truly I say to you that this poor widow
has put in more than all; for all these out of their abundance have put in offerings for God, but she
out of her poverty put in all the livelihood that she had.”

You can’t out-give God. /¢t’s in the Bible, Luke 6:38, NKJV. “Give, and it will be given to you:
good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For
with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.”

We should give in proportion to the blessing God has given us. /t’s in the Bible, Deuteronomy
16:17, “Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the LORD your God which
He has given you.




OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION OF
THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE VOTING MEMBERSHIP OF

Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Christian Church
Cleveland, Ohio

Greetings in the name of our Lord, God, and Saviour Jesus Christ.

L. Per Article VII, Section 1 of the Constitution of Saint George Orthodox Christian
Church of Cleveland, Ohio, the Annual General Meeting of the Voting Membership for the
year 2024 will be held in Metropolitan Hall on Sunday January 14, 2024 after the Divine

Liturgy.

II. Per Article III, Section I, Paragraph A of the constitution, “The Voting Membership
shall consist of all persons eighteen (18) years of age and over, regardless of sex, who have
been baptized and accepted in the membership of the Holy Orthodox Church to its
teachings, who accept, profess, and practice its faith and discipline and who subscribe to the
temporal maintenance of this church, through payment of such dues, pledges, assessments
as are prescribed by the Parish Council...”

II.  Per the Parish Council’s Prescription, The VOTING MEMBERSHIP of St. George
Orthodox Christian Church of Cleveland, Ohio, shall consist of those Orthodox Christians
who: (a) are 18 years of age or older, and (b) are regular and frequent in attendance at
divine services and participate in the sacraments, and (c) support the temporal maintenance
of the church (Pledges for 2022 and 2023 PAID IN FULL PRIOR TO THE MEETING).
Those for whom financial contribution for the temporal maintenance of the church would
prove a financial hardship are exempted from this responsibility while retaining the title and
privileges of Voting Member. Such exemption, which must be applied for, is extended to:
(a) full-time students; (b) those who are EXEMPT by the parish priest.

IV.  The Agenda for the 2024 Annual Meeting of the Voting Membership is:
Call to order.

Opening prayer.

Parish Council Chairperson’s Report.

Treasurer’s Report.

Fr. John Report

Old Business.

New Business

Election of 2 members for the Parish Council and one to be appointed.
. Pastor’s announcement of results of the election.

10. Closing prayer.
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The Great Martyr George

The holy, glorious and right-victorious Great-martyr and Trophy
-bearer George was a Christian Roman soldier killed
under in Cappadocia, his mother was from Palestine, and thus he
isDiocletian at the beginning of the fourth century. Though he
was born a particular favorite of many Palestinian Christians.

@l He is also the patron saint of Moscow, Georgia, and England,
amongst other places. The Church commemorates St. George on April 23, and the
translation of his relics on November 3.

According to Tradition, St. George was born to a Christian family during the late
3rd century. His father was from Cappadocia and served as an officer of the
army. His mother was from Lydda, Palestine. She returned to her native city as a
widow along with her young son after the martyrdom of St. George's father,
where she provided him with a respectable education and raised him in piety.

The youth, it would seem, followed his father's example in joining the army soon
after his coming of age. He proved to be a charismatic soldier and consequently
rose quickly through the military ranks of the time. By his late twenties he had
gained the titles of tribunus (tribune) and later comes (count). By that time St.
George had been stationed in Nicomedia as a member of the personal guard
attached to Roman Emperor Diocletian (reign 284-305).

In 303, Diocletian issued an edict authorizing the systematic persecution of
Christians across the Empire. His Caesar, Galerius, was supposedly responsible for
this decision and would continue the persecution during his own reign (305-311). It
is believed that St. George was ordered to take part in the persecution but
instead confessed to being a Christian himself and criticized the imperial decision.
An enraged Diocletian proceeded in ordering the torture of this apparent traitor
and his execution.

Then, affer innumerable forms of torture, St. George was executed by
decapitation in front of Nicomedia's defensive wall on April 23, 303. The witness
of his suffering convinced Empress Alexandra and Athanasius, a pagan priest, to
also become Christians, and so they also joined St. George in martyrdom as
consequence. St. George's body was then returned to Lydda for burial, where
Christians soon came to honor St. George as a martyr.




